






































Jazz Arranging, MUSC444 Syllabus 
 
 
Instructor:  Robert Lewis    office: Cato 238 
Office phone: 953-5169    cell phone: 870-8525 
email: lewisr@cofc.edu    office hours: by appt. 
 
Text: there is no required text. Students will receive multiple handouts, and are required 
to keep them bound in a three ring binder. 
 
Course description: This course will aim to teach the student the basic skills necessary 
to arrange music for a large jazz ensemble. The student will learn essential information 
about and idiomatic writing for the common jazz instruments, various voicing techniques, 
how to put together a functional score, large scale organization of a piece, etc. Also 
included will be instruction on the use of the Finale music notation software. The course 
will focus on writing for a traditional big band instrumentation, in the "Basie" style. the 
final project will be written for the College of Charleston Reading Band, with a read-
through of all completed projects at the end of the semester. 
 
Homework: All assignments will be done on Finale. The work will consist of large, 
long-term projects. Progress will be assessed weekly, at a minimum. Short-term goals 
within the projects will be determined during class. 
 
Grading: The grade will be given based primarily on the completion of the assigned 
projects. Adherence to established project guidelines will also be considered while 
assigning grades. Subjective artistic quality will not be assessed for grading purposes. 
 
 Course grade Breakdown: 
 
 Basie Band assingnment  45% 
 Reading Band assignment  45% 
 Attendance    10% 
 
 
Honor Code & Academic Integrity: Students are expected to abide by the C of C 
Honor Code, and follow the guidelines for academic integrity. This includes any and all 
of the work submitted. Violators will be reported and face consequences, without 
exception. For more information, consult the Student Handbook: 
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php 
 
Health and Injury Prevention Information: The following link contains information 
on hearing health and hearing loss and describes precautionary measures that all of us 
should practice daily: http://music.cofc.edu/documents/hearing_health.pdf 
 
 
Course Schedule (somewhat flexible): 



 
Weeks 1-3:  Introduction to arranging for the large jazz ensemble. Lectures and materials 
on instrumentation, including ranges, transpositions, idiomatic writing, etc. for 
saxophones, trumpets, trombones, piano, guitar, bass, and drumset. Introductory material 
on jazz-specific notation, such as slash notation, chord symbols, rhythmic notation, jazz 
articulation, etc.  
 
Introduction to the use of Finale notation software. Setting up the score, inputting music, 
articulations, chord symbols, barline changes, expressions, etc.  
 
Introduction to "Basie" style arranging. A continuation of voicing styles from the end f 
MUSC345 Jazz Theory, now applied to actual an ensemble. Score study and analysis of 
charts by Sammy Nestico, which will provide a model for emulation.  
 
Weeks 4-8: Basie Band assignment. Students will write an arrangement of one of the 
following tunes: "In A Mellow Tone," by Duke Ellington, "Bernie's Tune," by Bernie 
Miller, or "Alone Together," by Deitrich and Swartz 
 
Score will be due ant the end of week 8, parts ready by end of week 9. 
 
Weeks 9-14: Reading Band assignment. Students will choose the tune to arrange. 
Arrangement will be written for the specific instrumentation of the Reading Band. Score 
and parts must be complete by April 15. Charts will be read through by the Reading Band 
during the last two rehearsals of the semester. 
 
Daily schedule: After the first few weeks of introductory material, class time will consist 
of individual work on the projects. The professor will individually check on progress, 
critique work, give suggestions, and answer questions during class time. Any issues that 
arise, which are relevant to the entire class, will be presented to the class as they come up.  
 
 
*syllabus is subject to change as deemed necessary by the professor* 
 


























